
 

 

YEAR 6 LEARNING MAP 
Archaeologists, Tomb Raiders or Curators? 

 
 We are about to delve deep into the past to develop a better understanding of the world. It is time to discover when and where the earliest civilizations 

appeared (including The Shang Dynasty, The Aztecs and Ancient Egypt).  
 

Along the way, we will explore the amazing acheivements of each civilization and consider the credibility of historical sources. 
 

We will ultimately asking ourselves when exploring ancient sites, are we being ‘Tomb Raiders’ – desecrating ancient burials, are we ‘Curators’ looking after 
the past or should we be ‘Archaeologists’ who have the right to learn from the past? 
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Year 6 Term 2 
Archaeologists, Tomb Raiders or Curators? 

English 

Wolf Brother is a gripping and original adventure story and 

will be our focus text this term. Magical, imaginative, vividly 

told and rich in detail, the children will find Torak's tale 

completely engrossing. 
 

Throughout the unit, the children will investigate and 

evaluate the author’s choice of vocabulary and explore how 

to write from a character’s perspective. 
 

Our second core text is a sparkling fantasy adventure is a 

glorious hymn to the powers of the imagination. Young 

Daniel Holmes first stumbles into the Nowhere Emporium 

as he’s running from a couple of the bullies from the 

children’s home where he lives. He’s fascinated – and who 

wouldn’t be – the shop is a cave of wonders, stacked from 

floor to ceiling with beautiful objects. As for the shop 

owner, he seems to be a magician. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Texts 

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver 

The Nowhere Emporium by Ross MacKenzie 

 

Maths 

We will be focusing on developing reasoning skills in Maths 

which is crucial to succeeding in the curriculum. Our maths 

will focus on exploring, reasoning and challenging thinking 

rather than simply learning rote/abstract rules for 

calculations and facts. The children will develop 

metacognition (thinking about thinking) through a wide 

range of question types and apply calculation strategies 

taught in the previous term. 

Furthermore, we will continue to develop and refine our 

arithmetic skills. 

 

Science 

Biology: Evolution and Inheritance 

Children will learn about variation and adaptation. They will 

be able to explore how both Charles Darwin and Alfred 

Wallace separately developed their theories of evolution. 

They will examine the scientific evidence from plants and 

animals that has been gathered to support the theory of 

evolution. 

 

Physics: Light 

The children will learn how light travels and how this 

enables us to see objects. The children will have the 

opportunity to make a functioning periscope, finding out 

about mirrors and the angles of reflection and incidence. 

They will work scientifically and collaboratively to 

investigate refraction, carrying out some fascinating 

experiments into the effects of bending light. 
Humanities - History 

The Shang Dynasty of ancient China is a fascinating and 

pivotal era in Chinese history, full of innovation and 

advances. Pupils will find out what the Bronze Age was like 

in China, consulting ancient history books and 

archaeological finds to compare evidence and draw 

conclusions about a wide range of features. 
 

The Aztecs became some of the most important and 

powerful people in Mesoamerica and ruled a large empire 

in the 15th century. Pupils will discover why the Aztecs 

were known for being rather fierce and in fact didn't have 

the best of reputations – they even sacrificed humans in 

order to keep the gods they believed in happy! 
 

Our Ancient Egypt unit will teach the children about the 

achievements of this incredible ancient civilisation. They will 

learn about how and where the ancient Egyptians lived, 

what was important to the daily lives of ancient Egyptians, 

who Tutankhamun was and how mummies were made. 

PSHCE 

Key Question: How can the media influence 

people? 

Children will consider ways they can use the 

Internet positively and how they can look 

after their wellbeing while being online. 

Children will learn about potential risks of 

being online and when using digital 

technologies as well as strategies to stay safe 

and to get help.  

online relationship and ways to get help. 
The Arts 

Chinese Art 

Monet and the Impressionists 

 

Our music specialist teacher will teach the 

children the Blues as well as helping them to 

refine their skills on the ukulele. 

Computing 

Spreadsheets 

Blogging 

We will also be focusing on using technology 

safely, responsibly and respectfully.  

 

 

 

Religious Education 

Religion: Christianity 

Key Question: Is anything ever eternal? 

Religion: Christianity 

Key Question: Is Christianity still a strong 

religion 2000 years after Jesus was on Earth? 


